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Northbridge Project — Statement by Minister for Child Protection — Motion 
Resumed from 16 February on the following motion moved by Hon Kate Doust — 

That the statement be noted. 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY: I stand to make a few comments in response to Hon Sue Ellery’s comments on 
the Northbridge project. The Northbridge project was started by Hon Geoff Gallop. It was and still is a very good 
program—one that has been in operation for nearly a decade and one that has been very successful in getting 
children and young people off the streets late at night and taken home, or taken to a safe place when their home 
was not such a safe place. Parents have always had responsibility for their children, but, sadly, not all parents are 
good role models and some parents are not even interested in where their young people are, day or night. Many 
of these children come from overcrowded homes where there is abusive behaviour and domestic violence, and 
where excessive drinking takes place. The Northbridge curfew is a multi-agency initiative to keep those children 
safe. The project is the combined initiative of four agencies: the Department for Child Protection, WA Police, 
Mission Australia and the Nyoongar Patrol Outreach Service; and it has the support of the Killara Youth Support 
Service, the Public Transport Authority, the Department of Education, the Department of Training and 
Workforce Development and the Office of Crime Prevention. Some years back the funding was cut. I would like 
to say that it was state Labor that cut the funding, but it was commonwealth funding; I believe it was a mixture 
of both. At that time, Mission Australia came to me, and out of the budget I had, we gave them $100 000; and in 
the 2009–10 budget they were given another $100 000. Because of that, Mission Australia’s waiting list for 
Making Tracks youth services decreased from 70 families to 12 families, which was a significant improvement. 
That is how much they have been helped. I have been out with those youth workers, and I must go out again. Just 
before Christmas, I went out with the youth workers who were feeding the people on food patrols, and that was 
very interesting. However, the time before, I went out with Mission Australia until about three in the morning 
and, as I said, I must do that again. I will be meeting with Ross Kyrwood, the chief executive officer of Mission 
Australia, in the next month to talk about the Northbridge curfew project again.  

If a child is not safe at any time, then family and community members can contact the Department for Child 
Protection through district officers or Crisis Care. Under section 41 of the Children and Community Services Act 
2004, WA Police are given a responsibility for children and young people who are on the streets when there is 
concern for their wellbeing, and to move those children to a safe place. That is where Mission Australia comes 
into play. Mission Australia is on one side and the police are on the other side of the building near or just 
underneath the Horseshoe Bridge. In the first instance they try to reunite children with their parents, but, as I 
said, sometimes parents are not particularly responsible and the children and young people are running away 
from home because home is not such a nice place. However, I make the point that section 41 does not authorise a 
WA police officer to move a child to a lockup or secure care facility. If parents or a responsible adult cannot be 
found, the WA Police will call the department’s Crisis Care unit, which is staffed 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week, generally all over the state. Crisis Care will make an initial assessment and, if an emergency response or 
placement is needed in the metropolitan area, it will make the necessary arrangements.  

In the country, Crisis Care will contact a departmental officer who is on call at all times outside office hours to 
attend emergency situations. That has been in place for many years. The departmental on-call officer will look 
first at family options and then at foster carers and departmental facilities, where these exist. I know that Hon 
Sue Ellery mentioned that sometimes in the country it is very hard to find a placement for the young people who 
are on the streets, but with Crisis Care and police involvement, I think we are getting better at it. We have the 
youth workers on the street. We have put in 110 new workers to deal with homelessness, and some of those are 
workers from the Street to Home program. We also have an exciting project called the Oxford Foyer project, 
which will be situated on the Central Institute of Technology site. That will be for 100 young people who are 
homeless. They will be transitioned into training. They will live in Foyer housing. I particularly like this 
proposal because the bottom floor of the Foyer will be used for young mums with babies, and those young mums 
will be placed into training programs. It is not just a place where they can squat; they have to do things; the place 
has to remain clean. It is managed and they have their own space, plus they have to do training. It is a transition; 
they go in there and then out into the workforce. I am really excited about that development. That program will 
assist 96 or 100 young people, but we could fill — 
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